Def,  Doo.  1361 


INTERI,>r.n-:VI  -Iv.M-rbTj  TH  CLUKAL  FOR  THS  F/tR  E;»oT 


THE  UNITI:D  STATF.r  •;/  AVS  Va'A .  fl.  aX 


ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  -i  '. 


^A  Cfi;7 

Daponoiit ;  CF.ArA,  Uincru 


Having  firsu  &v«o.i'a  an  oath  is  oil  sttaai-  d  sheet  and 

in  aooordanoe  with  «i;e  pv«'cedij  o  followad  in  my  coa.ilry.  1  hereby 
depose  as  follows; 

1.  At  the  time  of  the  termina  ti-.'in.  cf  the  I  was  a 

colonel  in  the  army.  Now  I  am  takin^j  chains  of  ahips  engaged  in 
repatriation  work. 

2.  I  know  Colonel  HA!J'i ilVJ'CO ,  Klngoro  very  'veil. 

3. '  In  August,  1937,  when  Co]c-nel  I-IASTL’''‘-y  vvas  called  up 

by  the  army  and  became  the  o'junander  of  the  13th  Field 

Heavy  Artillery  Fegiment,  Z  v<a.v.  than  e;p•)int^^d  to  bo  a  battdlion 
oommander  under  his  ccxLxa.^u  From  thst  time  till  he  returned  to 
Japan  in  April,  1939>  iro::  F.si'iuhoi  (China)  I  i-as  always  with  him. 

4.  V/hen  15*^  airivec.  ao  the  poinn  about  8  miles  (3  RI)  west 
of  \7uhu  on  December  11,  1937,  Colonel  I1A3HI140T0  received  the 
following  order  from  Comimnding  General  YANAGA\/A  and  thereupon  re¬ 
turned  to  \7uhu  inmedia  tel  ys 

"Unit  Commander  HASKBJOTO  shall  command  his  regiment 
together  with  one  field  artillery  battalion  and  one  infantry 
battalion  and  attack  at  the  point  near  V/uhu  ships  v«hich  are  carrying 
Chinese  soldiers  and  sailing  up  on  the  Yangtse.** 

This  order  came  about  2  A.U* 
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5.  Colonel  KASHUK^TO's  order  then  to  me  was,  "lijor  CBitTit 
shall  ooiiimand  his  ovvn  unit  together  v>ith  one  artillery  battalion 
and  oooupy  a  position  at  the  wharf  of  V/uhu  and  attack  the  fleeing 
Chliiese  fleet***  This  order  came  about  5  A.M. 

6,  By  order  of  Colonel  IIASHBIOTO,  Lt.  NAiJd’URA  was  to 
advance  to  a  point  about  2,000  meters  downstream  and  to  wave  a 
handkerchief  v<henever  he  saw  the  fleeing  enexiiy  ships  by  telescope. 
V/hen  I  saw  the  handkerchief  waved  by  Lt.  KAKAIURA  I  was  to  fire  upon 
these  s^iips. 

7*  It  was  still  before  du  n  end  not  yet  light;  Lt.  NAhAkURA 
waved  the  handkerchief.  1  sew  through  the  telescope  a  fleet  of  5 
or  6  ships  all  gat.iered  and  anchored  about  50  meters  ax>art.  I 
Instantly  began  firing  upon  this  fleet.  The  distance  was  about 
4,000  meters. 

C*  Even  after  the  dawn  it  was  very  difficult  to  see  the 
ships  clearly  because  of  deep  fog  on  that  day,  which  was  very 
ty^.loal  on  the  Yengtse.  I  could  only  discern  ships  loaded  with  ' 
Chinese  soldiers. 

9.  ’Vhen  v.e  fired  twenty  or  tlilrty  shells,  one  of  the  ships 
put  out  s  bleck  smoke  screen.'  After  covering  v<as  completed  by  the 
smoke  screen,  one  ship  sailed  toward  us. 

10.  Seeing  the  ship  coming  tcwvard  us,  we  thought  they  were 
about  to  surrender,  so  we  stopped  the  shelling  upon  them  entirely. 

As  the  ship  neared  its  hull  became  clear,  '..'hen  it  came  within  3*000 
meters,  we  first  discovered  then  it  was  not  a  Chinese  army  ship. 

At  first  it  was  not  the  distance  but  tlie  heavy  fog  which  made  it 
difficult  for  us  to  tell  these  were  not  Chinese  army  ships-. 

11.  After  ceasing  fire  and  while  waiting  for  the  ship 
to  reach  the  wiiarf.,  we  then  found  out  by  its  flag  that  it  was  a 
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British  ship  tind  it  Lad  raoeived  tv<o  direct  hits. 

lii.  A  rear  adiuirel  v.earin,  atelf  officer  insignia,  the 
captain  of  the  ship,  Lis  executive  officer,  and  one  oUier  officer 
cei.iS  oshore  and  asked  us  to  cicet  for  negotiotinua. 

13*  Fi’ODi  our  side  Colonel  tl<«SHlMOTO,  Lt.  lv-»Ki»MURA,  and  X, 
together  v^lth  oiie  interpreter,  took  pert  in  this  negotiation.  The 
first  question  they  asked  v.as  why  \.a  had  fired  upon  thenif  To  this 
Colonel  !!A.T.I3'OTO  instantly  rerlJod,”we  fired  upon  the  ships  be¬ 
cause  they  were  loaded  with  Chinese  soldiers.  Their  next  question 
was  why  we  lrf»d  fired  on  British  ships.  Colonel  IIA3HI1?0T0  again 
Instantly  answered,  "Due  to  the  heavy  fog  we  were  not  able  to  see 
end  tell  they  v.ere  British  ships." 

lUn  oinoe  one  death  had  resulted  from  the  shelling,  the 
Captain  of  the  British  ship  asked  us  to  attend  the  funeral  service. 
'Ye  sent  one  representative  to  this  funeral  service.  This  was  held 
at  the  public  hall. 

15,  This  British  ship  was  the  "Ladybird".  Inter  I  learned 
ttot  the  matter  of  the  Ladybird  incident  was  taken  up  through 
cllploiBtic  nefcOtletlons,  but  as  to  its  details  I  knew  nothing. 

16.  Colonel  rJ.SKB:&TO  and  tho  IlasLlmoto  forces  had  no 
o(mneotlon  v.hotaoever  v.ith  the  sinking  of  the  American  ship  "?anay". 
'.Ye,  the  Hashimoto  force,  had  never  seen  the  "Fanay". 

17,  The  Hashimoto  force  v.as  stopped  at  \Yuhu,  lA  or  15  "RI" 
(ebout  37  miles)  from  Tanking.  Shortly  after  the  fall  of  Nanking 
this  force  v.as  ordered  to  advance  to  Hangchow  and  therefore  never 
perticlpated  in  the  attack  on  Nanking  nor  did  it  enter  into  Nanking, 
or  its  vicinity, 

18.  The  Hashimoto  force  did  not  attack  Hankow  nor  did  it 
enter  Hankow  cr  its  vicinity. 
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19.  The  Koshimoto  foroe  lid  not  atteok  Canton  (Kuant^-Tung) 

t 

nor  did  it  enter  Canton  or  ito  vioinity. 


nt  the  place  of  Ilr.  It  our  o  Hayaahl,  l.o.  877 »  3-Choino, 
Kaml-Kitazav.a-M8  0hi,  3etagaya-K.u,  Tokyo,  on  this  11th  day  of 
January,  1947. 

Signed  and  Seeled;  CBATi*,  ivllnoru 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  said  iierson  has  duly  sworn, 
subscribed  and  seeled  tiioreto  on  before  ae. 

On  the  same  date  and  place. 

Y/itness:  signed  and  seeled:  HAy«3KI,  Itsui’o 

oath 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  truth 
withliolding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

TZaADn,  Hasao  (signed  and  sealed) 


L 
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